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Abstract: This study examines the moral values in Habib Aidarus bin Salem Al-
Jufri's poem "Qashr al-Malik Banggai” using Michel Riffaterre's semiotic theory.
Through library research analyzing primary and secondary sources, the poem
reveals profound spiritual and ethical messages. It promotes virtues like tolerance,
honesty, loyalty, and gratitude while condemning materialism and hypocrisy,
asserting that knowledge and righteous deeds are life's only lasting virtues. The
poem also emphasizes trust in God, repentance, and acceptance of divine will,
contrasting worldly transience with the hereafter's permanence. Rich in literary
devices metaphors, paradoxes, and symbolism, the poem contains 36 instances of
indirect expression. It frames an eternal struggle between good and evil, centering
on a core motif: "Knowledge is an adornment and the greatest good or is it
wealth?" This unfolds into three dimensions: (1) the immortality of knowledge,
(2) critique of materialism, and (3) reinforcement of religious teachings. The
hypogram splits into two layers: a realistic layer addressing the poet's rebuttal of
accusations, and an interpretive layer linking the text to the Quran, Hadith, and
other poets' works.
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