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Abstract: This study aims to overcome the problem of low learning engagement and
weak insya’ outcomes among grade 3A students at the Modern Darul Hikmah Islamic
Boarding School, Tulungagung, where approximately 70% scored below the Minimum
Completeness Criteria with an average score of 65/100, reflecting a monotonous
teaching approach. To overcome this issue, the Show Not Tell instructional model was
implemented through a Classroom Action Research (CAR) design in two cycles,
following the Kemmis and McTaggart framework. Thirty students participated, and
data were collected using observation sheets, insya’ tests, questionnaires, and
documentation with the assistance of two observers. In Cycle I, student activity
averaged only 2.16/4 (53.93%), and the learning success rate was 16.7% (5 of 30
students). After revising the teaching plan, Cycle II showed substantial improvement,
with student activity rising to 3.70/4 (92.5%) and all 30 students (100%) achieving
success: 63.3% rated “Good,” 26.7% “Very Good,” and 3.3% “Excellent.” These
findings highlight the effectiveness of Show Not Tell in fostering active learning and
improving writing competence, aligning with previous studies on experiential and
active learning. The study concludes that this model significantly enhances motivation,
classroom participation, and Arabic writing outcomes, making it a promising approach
for Arabic language teaching in pesantren contexts.
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